
I trust you have all had an enjoyable 
and restful summer and that you and 
the children are excited to be back to 
school for what will be a very busy term 
ahead. 

I am delighted to be writing the first of 
many Ivy Chimney Chatter newsletters 
and very much hope that you find it a useful and 
interesting read. The Chatter will be a fortnightly 
publication and will be available in both print and electronic 
formats through ParentMail and also on our website.

Firstly, may I welcome our two newest members of the 
team, Miss Holly Laing and Miss Caroline Ives. Parents of 
Foundation children will already know that Miss Laing will 
be teaching Ash Class within the Foundation Team, led by 
Mrs Archer. Miss Ives has joined the KS1 team, and is 
teaching Elm Class.  This year we will be supporting a 
GTP student teacher, Ms Elaine Brennan. She will be 
working in Hornbeam alongside Miss Williams. I am sure 
you will join me in welcoming all three teachers to Ivy 
Chimneys Primary School.

The staff and I have been very busy during the holiday and 
on both non-pupil days preparing for the Autumn Term with 
some exciting developments ahead! Ivy Chimneys Primary  
School is well-placed to take the next step in its 
development and at the beginning of the week, the staff 
and I worked together to develop a vision as we begin our 
journey towards becoming an outstanding school.

One of my initiatives is to introduce a Meet the Teacher 
evening, 24th/25th September, which will be an informal 
evening where you can meet the staff working in your 
child’s class. I would like to use this opportunity to formally 
introduce myself as the new Head Teacher and also to 
share our plans and vision for the years ahead. A separate 
letter will accompany the newsletter with more details.

Details of forthcoming clubs are being collated as I write, 
and we will be sharing those with you shortly.

May I also thank everyone who has given me such a warm 
welcome and offered their best wishes for the future.

Jonathan Furness, Head Teacher

One of my intentions for Ivy Chimneys Primary School is 
to develop home-school communication and share more 
widely what is happening in and around the school. Some 
of you will have already noticed that we now have a 
Twitter address @IvyChimneys. If you have a computer 
at home, or a SmartPhone, why not download the app 
and create an account. Simply search for @IvyChimneys 
and click ‘follow’. We currently have 33 followers which I’d 
love to double before the next newsletter! Do speak to 
me or Miss Snailham, our ICT Subject Leader, if you wish 
to find out more about this!
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NOW ON TWITTER!

Welcome back!

We continue to show our gratitude to the FoICs for the 
new Play Equipment that has made such an enormous 
impact at the school. However, in order to keep children 
safe, this can only be used when properly supervised and 
therefore I must ask that children do not use any of the 
play equipment before or after school in case there is an 
accident.  Thank you for your understanding.

ADVENTURE PLAY EQUIPMENT

Just a reminder that the new amended regulations 2013 
prohibit Head Teachers granting leave of absence to a pupil 
except where an application has been made in advance and 
the Head Teacher considers that there are exceptional 
circumstances relating to the application. 

It is imperative that your child attends school every day 
to participate fully in all the opportunities provided, 
enabling them reach their full potential.

For term dates and other important events, please see the 
attached sheet and the school website for more details.

HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME


