
 
We have had an eventful couple of weeks and 
there is much to report. 

The FoICS AGM was very well attended on 
Wednesday evening and we had a very 

productive meeting discussing the structure of the FoICS 
committee. As you may have already seen, Wendy Adams, 
the current Chair of the FoICS will be stepping down from 
this role at the end of the school year. Wendy has been so 
committed and passionate over the last four years in 
leading a fantastic team of volunteers and provide so many 
fantastic opportunities for our children. However, it’s time 
for someone else to pick up the baton and drive the FoICS 
forward. Thank you to Kaye Vass who has stepped forward 
into the role of Vice Chair. I would like to say thank you to 
Lorna Newcombe who has worked hard to support Wendy 
over the last three years. More pressing is the need to 
recruit a FoICS secretary following Emily Warner’s decision 
to step down at the end of last year. We are so grateful to 
all the work Emily has done. We can’t run FoICS without a 
secretary!  

At the AGM, we also discussed future fundraising and 
school finances. As you will know from the National press, 
school budgets across the country are under increasing 
strain and Ivy Chimneys is no different. I’m grateful to the 
FoICS for confirming that they will directly fund costs of 
some of our online software subscriptions such as 
Mathletics.  

Now that we are part of the Epping Forest Schools 
Partnership Trust, this puts the school in a much stronger 
position financially as this will allow us to reduce our 

operating costs and achieve cost savings through 
economies of scale.  

I’m delighted with the whole 
school response to the 
challenges faced by the little 
boy, Josh, featured on BBC’s 
Countryfile a fortnight ago. 
Children across the school 
have been writing little 
messages which Donna 

posted yesterday afternoon. I’m always so encouraged to 
see how our pupils support those who are less fortunate 
than themselves. Thank you to Donna for coordinating this 
initiative. 

It was lovely to see past Ivy 
students represented at the 
recent ESJ Open Evening. 
Three of the four students who 
were on stage, were ex-Ivy 
pupils and spoke brilliantly in 
front of a packed audience. I’m 
proud to say that it is no coincidence that last year, two ex-
Ivy pupils were chosen to speak too! Congratulations to 
Lara, Finley and Amy and the other students who 
contributed via a video. 

Finally, I’m looking to recruit representatives from each 
year group to form our Parent Forum group for 2018/19. If 
you are interested in this role, please send an email to the 
office. Further details can be found on our website under 
Parents —> Parent Forum 

Jonathan Furness, Head Teacher
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IMPORTANT DATESLEARNING CONFERENCES
Fri 12th Oct Plane Class Assembly
Fri 12th Oct FoICS Quiz Night (7:30pm)
Fri 19th Oct Non-Pupil Day

22nd-26th Oct Half Term
Wed 31st Oct Deadline for applying for Secondary 

School place

Fri 2nd Nov FoICS non-uniform day for donations

Fri 2nd Nov Birch Class Assembly

Tue 6th & 
Thurs 8th Nov

Learning Conferences, 4pm to 7pm 
Sign up via ParentMail.

On the 6th and 8th November we will be holding our first 
Learning Conference of the year. It is an expectation of 
mine that all parents arrange a meeting with their child’s 
class teacher. You can do this using the online booking 
system via the ParentMail app. Whilst I encourage parents 
to attend with their children, this isn’t essential, particularly 
for children who have just started school and are in either 
Ash or Larch classes. It can be a very late and tiring 
evening for them. Do look out for a letter next week with 
more details and when the booking system opens.

Weekly homework and spellings can be found online. Please go 
to our website and choose Parents —> Homework from the main 
menu.

DID YOU KNOW?

@IC_EYFS  @IC_Chestnut  @IC_Birch  @IC_Elm  
@IC_Rowan  @IC_Hornbeam  @IC_Plane  @IC_Maple 
@IC_Beech  @IC_Walnut  @IC_Office  @IC_Council  @FOICs
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