
This week has been exceptionally busy and 
it’s fair to say that we are all looking forward to 
the Easter break.  

We all had a very enjoyable evening on 
Wednesday at the FoICS Easter discos. Thank 

you to the committee and parent volunteers who have once 
again put on a great event for our children. 

Ivy’s Got Talent was a very successful show and it was 
fantastic to see so many talented children brimming with 
confidence on the stage. I was full of admiration for our two 
comperes, Emily and Vida who really carried the show, 
they were very entertaining! Congratulations to the Ivy’s 
Got Talent winners, Mark in Year 1, Sid and Arabella in 
Years 4 and 5 respectively and Devon in Year 6. All the 
performers were amazing and the judges had an enormous 
task to decide on our eventual winners. For me, our real 
winners are those that put themselves forward for this 
event irrespective of how well they achieved. Well done 
everyone! My thanks to Aimee and Nikki who organised 
and co-ordinated the show. 

On Tuesday afternoon and evening, I had the delight of 
watching the Year 3/4 production, Mary Poppins. What a 
superb job the children did in presenting such a 
professional and entertaining show. Many of you 
commented on just how brilliant the children were on stage 
and for me, I only have to reflect a year or so ago, and 
many of those children simply wouldn’t have had the 
confidence to be on stage, never mind sing solo parts. 
Incredible! Our thanks go to the army of parent helpers 
who produced some amazing costumes, props and set. 

What a creative bunch you are!  I’m very proud of the Year 
3/4 team who had committed considerable amounts of 
energy and time to make the show so successful. 

Congratulations to our Year 5/6 football team who have 
been competing in the Epping Forest football tournament 
over recent months. Although we lost our last friendly game 
against Epping Upland, Ivy have won the tournament! Well 
done team and thank you to Mr Jones. 

Ivy Chimneys attended the Netball Rally last week. We did 
very well, making it though to the quarter finals. We won 
our last game which resulted in achieving 3rd place overall. 
Thank you Donna for all that you do for netball at Ivy. 

I’d like to close by showing my appreciation for all your kind 
words following the news that I will be leaving Ivy 
Chimneys at the end of this year. Whilst I’m excited about 
my new role, it is with a very heavy heart that I will be 
leaving Ivy after a wonderful six years. St John’s CE 
Primary School in Buckhurst Hill is a bigger school and has 
the Teaching School status and runs the SCITT teacher 
training programme, all of which contributes to providing an 
exciting new challenge. I am very much looking forward to 
enjoying all the wonderful events and opportunities 
throughout the Summer Term. The process of recruiting my 
successor has already begun and a recruitment board with 
representatives from the local authority, Trust board and 
governors has already been arranged. The post has been 
advertised and interviews are due to take place on 30th 
April. 
 Have a lovely and enjoyable Easter break. 
   Jonathan Furness, Head Teacher
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IMPORTANT DATESIVY’S GOT TALENT PHOTOS
Tues 23rd Apr NON PUPIL DAY

Wed 24th Apr Children return to school

Fri 3rd May Achievement Assembly

6th-24th May KS1 SATs tests

13th-16th May KS2 SATs week

20th-24th May Year 6 School Journey week

Wed 22nd May Year 5 to Mile End Climbing Wall

27th-31st May HALF TERM BREAK

Mon 3rd June Children return to school
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