
 
As I start my penultimate newsletter to this 
fabulous community, I recognise that a month 
has passed since my last chatter; it certainly 
doesn’t feel like that! Time really is moving on 
apace and we are nearing the end of the 

summer term. Our staff and children continue to work so 
hard and there is still much to achieve before we break for 
the summer holiday. 

Two weeks ago we enjoyed a wonderful day with Dads, 
grandparents, brothers and uncles. We had an additional 
222 adults in school on that day and I’d like to show my 
appreciation to the staff team and the FoICS volunteers for 
their work in accommodating everyone. Having had 
conversations with lots of “Dads” during the day and at 
the end, it looks as though everyone had a great, 
albeit exhausting, day. The photographs are still on 
our website, please take a look. www.ivychimneys.net 

Next week, weather permitting we will be enjoying Sports 
Day on the field. Please do come along to support your 
child, it’s lovely having you with us cheering on all the 
children. As in previous years, parents are welcome to wait 
after the morning drop off. However, whilst children are 
changing we will be closing the gates so please could you 
wait at the front of the school. We will open the gates when 
the children begin to take their places on the field. Do 
watch closely so that you can see where your child is 
starting. When everyone is in place, we will invite you to 
join your child at their first activity. 

From Monday 8th July, we would like to trial an alternative 
approach to dismissing children in Years 3-6 at the end of 
the day. The current arrangements mean that it is really 
challenging for class teachers and children to identify 
parents amongst a large group on the apron at the front of 
the school. Instead, we would like to explore whether 
dismissing children from the playground would result in 
less congestion and would ultimately be safer. If this pilot is 
successful we will widen the path along the side of the 
school to ensure it is wide enough for prams and 
pushchairs to pass in either direction. I will be writing to 
parents separately to explain the changes with a diagram 
of where to stand on the playground. Under no 

circumstances should any child be using the 
play equipment or school field during this time. 
We would appreciate your support with this. 
There is no change to the pick up 
arrangements for children in Larch, Ash, 
Chestnut, Birch and Elm classes. 
  Jonathan Furness, Head Teacher
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IMPORTANT DATESFoICS - Chair needed
Mon 1st July Transition Morning (1)
Wed 3rd July Whole School Sports Day
Thurs 4th July Year 3/4 Transition Pre-teach
Fri 5th July Larch Class Assembly

Year 5/6 Transition Pre-teach
Mon 8th July Transition Morning (2)
Wed 10th July Year 5/6 Production (1:45pm)
Thurs 11th July Year 5/6 Production (6:30pm)
Fri 12th July Birch Class Assembly
Mon 15th July Transition Afternoon (3)
Tues 16th July Open Evening (6pm)
Fri 19th July Final Achievement Assembly

@IC_EYFS  @IC_Chestnut  @IC_Birch  @IC_Elm  
@IC_Rowan  @IC_Hornbeam  @IC_Plane  @IC_Maple 
@IC_Beech  @IC_Walnut  @IC_Office  @IC_Council  @FOICs

Following Wendy’s email to you all on the 12th June 
regarding the vacancy for the Chair of Friends of Ivy 
Chimneys, we’ve not yet received any expressions of 
interest.  This is somewhat concerning if, after five years 
of hard work by Wendy and the committee, we weren’t 
able to continue the PTA and all the benefits it brings to 
the school. It would ultimately mean that the Friends of 
Ivy Chimneys will fold and the ramifications of that 
would be extensive. I couldn’t imagine Ivy without holding 
a Christmas and Summer Fayre, children’s discos, 
movies and munch, quiz nights and so much more. 
Please do consider stepping forward for the role of Chair. 
Whilst it might appear incredibly daunting, it is hugely 
rewarding and you will enjoy the benefit of having Wendy 
remain on the committee to metaphorically “hold your 
hand.” Do get in touch with the Office, Wendy or myself 
before 12th July.
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