
 
As this is my last Chatter newsletter I wanted 
to use this opportunity to show my 
appreciation of this fabulous Ivy community for 
all the support you have given me over the 
past six years. When I began my Headship in 

September 2013, it was at the ‘Meet the Head Teacher 
presentation evening’ that I remarked that it was an 
absolute privilege to serve so many children, staff, parents 
and governors. Little did I know then, just how much of a 
privilege would be. I’ve never wanted anything more than 
for children to enjoy coming to school, to be happy and 
confident learners and for them to look back and be proud 
of their success, whether that be academic, sporting, 
musical, artistic, dramatic to name but a few. Above all, 
we are shaping children to be strong citizens of the future 
who are well mannered, courteous, engaging, reflective, 
personable, resilient and confident in the presence of 
others. I’ve just described a typical Ivy student and I’m 
immensely proud of them all.  

I owe an enormous debt of gratitude to the staff team for 
their complete and utter dedication to enabling children to 
be the best they can be and develop self-confidence and 
self-belief. From the cleaning and site team, to the catering 
staff, admin team and teaching and support staff, they have 
worked tirelessly to ensure your children achieve the very 
best outcomes. They put the children ahead of their own 
convenience and have embraced the tough decisions. I 
couldn’t have hoped for a better group of people who have 
grown into an amazing staff team; the best team on the 
planet, in fact. 

I continually refer to the strength of the home school 
partnership being fundamental to securing the best 
outcomes for the children. This has never been more 
important and both the staff team and parents have 
embraced this relationship wholeheartedly. I really couldn’t 
have asked for more support from all of you. 

I shall be incredibly sad to say farewell to 
the children who have made my time at 
Ivy so enjoyable. They light up my day 
constantly with their gorgeous smiles, 
passing pleasantries, off the cuff 
conversations, playing football, basketball 
and through countless performances and 
class assemblies. It’s the little details that 
really matter and the messages in cards, 
bought and homemade, will live with me 
forever. One child who left last year wrote: 
“Thank you for always smiling at me when 
I was on the stage.” 

Whilst my leaving has saddened many of 
you, including me, I know that I shall be 

leaving the school in very safe hands. I’m truly delighted 
that Miss Sigston will pick up the mantle and allow Ivy to 
continue on its journey to greatness. I wish Miss Sigston, 
the leadership team, the whole staff team, Governors, 
children and you, the very best of luck for the future. I won’t 
be far away and I’ll enjoy cheering you on and celebrating 
in all your future successes. 
 
  Jonathan Furness, Head Teacher
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IMPORTANT DATESFoICS UPDATE
Tues 23rd July School closes for the summer
Tues 3rd Sept INSET day

Wed 4th Sept Children return to school
Tues 10th Sept Meet the Head Teacher and 

Class Teacher evening 
(note change of date to avoid 
clash with Epping St Johns)

@IC_EYFS  @IC_Chestnut  @IC_Birch  @IC_Elm  
@IC_Rowan  @IC_Hornbeam  @IC_Plane  @IC_Maple 
@IC_Beech  @IC_Walnut  @IC_Office  @IC_Council  @FOICs

We shall be also be saying a fond farewell to Wendy Adams who 
has been Chair of the Friends of Ivy Chimneys over the last five 
years. I know that you will all agree that she has been a truly 
remarkable Chair and champion of the FoICS. Wendy and the 
committee have raised record amounts of money for our school 
whilst introducing some fun and new events for the children such 
as Movies and Munch.  Our Christmas and Summer Fayres 
have been so successful, the latter raising over £4000 which is 
an incredible achievement. Thank you to all who volunteered to 
make this the success it has become. I would also like to 
acknowledge Wendy’s husband, Tim, who has been a steadfast 
support to Wendy over the years. Thank you Wendy and Tim! I 
guess this means you can have some garage space back now!   
It’s heartening to know that the FoICS will continue to go from 
strength to strength because I’m pleased to announce that  
Kaye Vass will step into Wendy’s shoes and I know you will join 
me in wishing Kaye well in her new role.

13th Sept 2013 My 
first World Book day 
at Ivy as the BFG 
standing next to  
Mia L (Sophie), also 
leaving this year.

FURNESS FACTOIDS 
Worked with over 600 pupils over the 6 years at Ivy. 
65100 Chatter newsletter words written. 
Over 4800 Head Teacher Gold Awards presented 
1 day of sickness in six years, on my fifth day at Ivy! 
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